Calvary Baptist Celebration Choir
Ministry Guidelines

These guidelines are meant to be used as a tool to challenge us to be more than performers.  Being part of a choir is a call to spiritual leadership both on and off the platform.  It is not a call from the worship leader, pastor, or even the church.  It is a call from God Himself to serve Him and serve others and to live a life that pleases Him in all facets of life.  Please pray and uplift one another daily as we serve in God’s calling in this ministry.

Purpose

I believe our purpose is three-fold:
· To exalt and magnify God
· To lead and teach a lifestyle of worship
· To reach the lost with the message of the Gospel

Major Principles

· Your testimony is more important than your talent.
· Brokenness before God is more important than skill.
· Shape-ability is more important that what you know.
· Teamwork is more important than Individualism (We are stronger together than we are apart).
· Cultivating relationships is more important than self-service.
· Success is not based on our achievements but on God’s anointing.
· It’s not about me---It’s all about Him.

Expectations

· Be a born again believer in Jesus Christ
· Have a passion for the ministry
· Support the ministry and leadership of CBC
· Be in regular attendance and on time
· Continued growth in a personal devotional life
· Be able to sing
· Understand and commit to the time needed

Music

Each member is assigned a number and folder.  All our music is coded with corresponding numbers.  Please make sure that you have the correct numbered music in your folder.  If you are missing any music, please see Pastor David or Tammy Hill and we will make sure that you have the music that you need.  Please make sure that your music and folder are returned to its proper place when not in use.  Any music that is missing or damaged may need to be replaced at your expense.  Each member is responsible for his or her music.

You may not instantly like every piece of music or may not agree with choice of soloists or group singers.  Always keep the big picture in mind.  If you have any negative comments, please talk to Pastor David privately.  Remember that dissension and complaining spread disunity.

Commit as much music to memory as possible.  This helps free you up from the written page and allows you to lead and worship better as a choir.

CD’s will often be given out for rehearsal purposes.  Please make sure that these items are returned after the performance.  If you wish to keep a copy of professionally recorded CD’s, you may purchase those at a discounted price (This does not apply to in-house duplicated CD’s of music for choir).

Attendance

It is understood that everyone faces situations that prevent us from being able to attend services and rehearsals.  Please make every effort to be here as this helps us be the best we can be and minister better as a team.  Absences due to things such as illnesses, work obligations, being out of town, taking vacation time, and emergencies are all legitimate reasons for being out.  It’s always tempting to “take a break” once in awhile.  We will have times for breaks throughout the year.  So be patient and hang in there.  If you must miss a rehearsal or service, please contact Pastor David or use the sign-out sheets.  The key is communication.  If you need to drop out of choir for any reason, please discuss this with Pastor David

Be on time!  Being on time shows respect for the members of the choir and for the One we worship.  It also shows respect for the time and preparation given to our weekly ministry.  The choir is your ministry given to you by the Lord, work as unto Him.

Rehearsals

Rehearsals take place each Wednesday in the Choir Suite from 6:15pm – 7:45pm.  Warm-ups are Sunday mornings at 10:30am in the Choir Suite.  Special rehearsals may be scheduled in order to prepare for upcoming special events and performances.

· Bring a positive, faith-filled, expectant attitude.
· Be in your seat ready to go and make sure you have all the music needed and organized.
· Address all questions or comments to the director, not the accompanists or another member.
· Practice flexibility and a servant attitude.
· Rehearsal notes, the idea box, and other various materials are all for your benefit.
· Mark your music with a pencil.  It will help you remember.

What not to bring!

· Selfishness “Me First” thinking
· Grumbling and Complaining
· A Competitive Spirit
· Unresolved Relational Conflict

Appearance/Dress Code

We want to make sure that our appearance is not distracting in any way.  We want to strive to keep everyone’s focus on the Lord and not on ourselves.  Please dress modestly.  Below are guidelines for the platform.
 (
Men:
No jeans or shorts
No T-shirts
Collared shirts
 are the standard
Jackets and ties are not required
)
    Ladies:
· No jeans, Capri pants, or shorts
· No tank tops or spaghetti straps
· No offensive or tight clothing
· No high-slit dresses, short skirts or short dresses
(skirts and dresses need to be at the knees)
· No inappropriate sun dresses, low cut blouses or low cut dresses
· Dress pants are okay

Although dress for rehearsals is casual, clothing such as biker shorts, stretch pants or immodest tops or shorts are not permitted at rehearsal.  Use discernment!  For most special performances, we will wear coordinating attire when deemed appropriate.  Colognes or perfumes should be worn sparingly as some may have allergies to these smells.

Platform Discipline

1. Remain alert and maintain your attention at the point of action.
2. Gum is not allowed on the platform!  Breath mints may be used, but please be discreet.
3. Keep motion behind the pastor to a minimum.  If two members must talk to each other, they should do so with a minimum of expression as to not distract.
4. When presenting your ministry:
a. Watch the director
b. Maintain facial expressions appropriate to the lyrics and music
c. Look at the soloists unless singing or playing an accompaniment part
d. Be “into” what you’re doing

All choir members must be sensitive to the Lord and know that this is the ministry where the Lord wants you to serve.  We must be in one accord, always being obedient to the Scriptures.  Therefore, constant gossiping, back-biting, bad attitudes, living in sin, etc…will be reason for dismissal from the choir.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding the choir ministry, feel free to talk with or contact Pastor David.
